Olin Ferguson's Letter About the Republican River Flood

a5 6N 5 v TR T
L] o ﬂ(&ief Laﬁolﬂl'u LoD ABOUT THE REFUBLICAN RIVER }-LOOD.

. * 8 ® 8 s = & @
-cc...llo.l..'lIlll.COCClCOQOI-.-‘ LR
. -

P B

June ]7, 1 35

Lear Folko:i-
Fronk Jr. is bick from ¢ trip to Ut. Irencis and gove us
word-of-mouth message from the folks there, which 1'11 try to pass

on tu you.

Junior drove to St. Frencis by the Konsas route and hed to
ford strecms and run thru mud up over hig running bourd. At St.
Frencis they uced a tractor to pull him turu the river and water
ent up over the floor bosrds of the car. There jusi ore no rozds,
wnshed und gullied, with culverts gone as well as bridges,- itts
» wonder he got thru &t all. Will and lina beat him to Cris's
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plice by 3 or 4 hours but had to drive perheps 150 miles extra -
to get there.
Frank and lorc. had some forewarning of the flood on liay 30.

Thot nicht ot 11:00 o'clock the water was up cround their house.
Leter it entercd the house to about the depth of the mop-boards,
«nd then it begon receding somewhat. They thought the worst wes
cver but early in the morning it came on cgain in recurring woves
thet just geve them no time to do anything; got arm-pit deep to
Yrank very quickly. HNora was perched on the%table, wrapped in o
avejo rus. They decided to climb out and hora reached for a coct,
clivpred end Tell off end submerged. Frenk succeeded in grabbing
her by the hair, znd bringing her un. In the meantime, Frank had
cone to the bedroom window and kicked it out in order to crawl
out that way. Just as they started out the window, the house
vwiells collansed outwerdly and the roof came dovn, but they were
“swept outward from under it. They really clung to the roof nore
then anything else os they were swenpt down-streem. Went 2bout

& miles in some 30 minutes, and by that time sew that their roof
v 5 coon ¢oing to pieces. They coaught hold of the branches of o
tree and storped themselves, znd ~fter a great deal of difficulty,
Fronk succeeded in clombering un on the troch that had piled up
cround the tree, with woter perhavs 18 feet deep below it.
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It wiis & long time before his efforts and jlora's got her un
O o carilur vant: e point, and che wos nretty nearly exhausted
7 thot tame. They roac it out there, with 3 or 4 bull-sntlies,
& ricoon with its young, ond & bobeat!

o

Thie witer went dovmn cventurlly, and I believe they got their

fret on the ;round. It rose csein somewhat but not seriously.
1% wiis 30 sours bcfore they were rescved from this place.

Tiie hired men hod been wwey fom home on the 30th, and weo
pnet reterning when high we ter clopt hini. 1 {think he suzent the
i,7:t in nhis ccr wnd then got out ond welked toward home; didn't
cach the houre in time to help but got tiere just in tinme to sce
it flocting off with Frank and hore.. Ile hoofed it over toward
ris' inilly borrowed 2 horue to finish the trip. Cris

-
‘.(
-l



ond others got out and went down the river until they spottgq '
FPrunk end hort ond recornized them. The 1Qtter, however, didn't
know it wes Cris becauce they had lost tneir glesses. There.
wesn't any possible way of cetting to them and it wus only Qiter
the witer hud gone down somewhal ond Cris and others had built

.. yeft of brid;re plonking, supported by oil-berrels, all wired
tocether thit they could let the raft down by wirec and et the _
foiks. In the mecntime, & rescuc party wes working just us {fevers
ichly on the other side of the river, and Cris beat them yerhaps
only 30 minutes.

ronk ond Loro were teken to o farm-house where they clecan-
ed up ond went to bed. Cris went on home to et more clothing
for them. The rescue wis on Seturday cfternoon, and on Sunddy
they went back with Cris. They are not scriously injured, just
bumoed and bruised cround the legs, and neither one has had the
slightest bit of a cold after all that exposure. Nors, who had
to hitch her way upstcirs becouse of & bod knce now patters right
uvrstairs like anybody else. Rather heroic trectment for knee

tr-uble, and not vrescribed for cenercl use!

Only & few things recovered from Fronk's plece, and those
were picked up by verious people miles dovm the river, and scved
Ter them,--a Kavajo rug; a brand new cuilt Nora hed just finished;
¢ chinz platter and a china wash bowl,- neither one checked or
cripped at 2ll, ete. Cris and his brother-in-law lost some
ccttle, but are profiting from the fact thot they were all brond-
cd and ear-marked, znd the sheriff has gone with them to help
recscemble them. They @re still shy some 35 head. Up where
Cris lives it rained so hard that the water couldn't get owey,
erd it just crme into the house anywey. He 1s away from the
rivers so this wus not the river flood.

Prank ~nd Mora mcy come down to Edison in & week or two,
erd Junior thinks they may spend some time with him this sumncer,
here in Lircoln. Hanneh ond I were talking cbout it last night,
nd would be rslad to huve them toke care of our house for us
11e we cre away July end August. We don't know what their
s will be, ond 1 don't believe they know yet themselves.

ard Will brougrht them © lot of things from their store,
wnich neiurally met their most immediste necds. wWhen I csked
dunior if there weo onything ot 2ll thet we could do he suid,
"o, tiere ian't, il's justi a2 motter of writing until their nrlans
cre mude." Cris wonts to keep them; Frank wontc trem; and we
want them.
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I fucss this is the end of Rerort llo. 3

Sinetrely,
Oof}.o]}‘a
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